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Celle-ci était la véritable lumière, celle qui, en venant dans le monde, éclaire tout être humain.             -John 1:9 
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Praises… 
 

 for special time reconnecting with friends 
and family. 
 

 for the chance to experience history. 
 

Please pray… 
 

 for safe travels and guarded health. 
 

 that we remain focused on Jesus, rest in 
our calling to France, and present in each 
moment back in the States. 

CULTURAL SURREALISM 
Life is sometimes surreal. The morning after May and 

the boys landed in Minnesota, she and Silas were walking 
down the block on an errand. He turned to her and said, 
“It’s like being in a movie. Everyone’s speaking English.” For 
the boys the U.S. is still somewhat foreign. Their experience 
here holds a small amount of their memory. And playing in 
English is new. Although we speak English in our home, the 
boys still slip into French when they play together, because 
French is the language of play with their friends on the 
playground. We’re staying with May’s sister right now and 
the boys are ecstatic to play with their cousins, who are 
close to the same age. The boys adapt to each situation 
surprisingly well, even if they seem surreal.  

 
WADING IN HISTORY 
See the family picture to the right? If we would 

have been standing there the morning of May 18, 1980, we 
would have been pulverized by volcanic gasses and shrapnel 
traveling over 600 mph and as hot as 680 °F. Fortunately 
we were in Billings when Mount Saint Helens erupted, but 
we remember wearing masks to protect us from the ash 
dust as we walked to school. It was neat to share this site 
with the boys. We prayed that the Lord would give us a 
clear sky so we could see the mountain. It was clear just 
long enough for the first picture as we arrived, then a thick 
fog covered the whole valley. You can already see it rolling 
in by the time we assembled the family. Another part of 
history we experienced in the area was Fort Clatsop, at least 
a representation of it. This is where Lewis and Clark 
wintered near the mouth of the Columbia River before 
heading back toward civilization in the East. Silas has been 
studying about the Lewis and Clark expedition, so this was 
another meaningful stop. 
 

RESCHEDULED 
The trip to Burkina Faso has been rescheduled for 

the last week in October. The Lord provided great prices on 
airline tickets, allowing us to apply the down payment we 
thought was lost toward the cost. And this time we also 
purchased cancellation insurance just in case. Please 
continue to pray for the stability in this impoverished 
country. On this project we expect to have five staff 
members and seven students. One positive note to going in 
October instead of April is that it will be a little cooler. 

Visiting Mount St. Helens 


